
38
CACTUS-AVENTURES International N° 2-2017

International CACTUS-ADVENTURES

PACHYPHYTUM  NEGLECTUM sp. nov. Meyrán

Jorge Meyrán García (Mexico)

Summary

A description of a new species of genus Pachyphytum was made. Dudley B.

Gold, before 1964 who found this plant in the field, but forgot its locality. A

comparison with other species of Section Pachyphytum, as P. oviferum, P. viride,
P. caesium, P. machucae and P. saltensis is discussed.

Introduction. 
Around 1964, Dudley Gold obtained a plant most likely from the genus

Pachyphytum he cultivated in his home in Mexico City. Months later he gave me a
cutting that prospered and bloomed giving an inflorescence and flowers typical of
Pachyphytum. With the passage of time, Gold forgot the place where he found it and
years later, by 1981, he claimed that I had given it to him!

As it has happened sometimes, although a plant lacks a type locality, not even the
municipality, nor the state where it grows, however, it must have a name and for that
reason we publish its description now.

Pachyphytum neglectum sp. nov. Meyrán

Caulis erectus vel pendens, usque 20 cm longis, 8-12 mm diametro; folia 6-9,
obovata vel elipsoide, apice rotundata, 3-5 cm longa, 19-22 mm lata, 12-17 mm crassa,
viridis vel viridis cinereus; inflorescentia in cincinnus, bracteis imbricatis, 15-18 mm
longis; sepalis inaequilongis, 12-17 mm longis, petala 10-11 mm longa cum macula
ingens roseo-rubrum.  

Stems erect to hanging, branching from the base, forming groups of 20 to 30 cm
in diameter, stems 5-11 cm long, 8-12 mm in diameter at the base, yellowish tan
below, yellowish greenish above, with oval foliar scars; leaves blackish, 3-4 mm
wide by 1-2 mm long; rosettes at the apex of stems with 6-9 leaves stacked; Leaves
obovate to ellipsoid, apex rounded, sometimes with small mucron ½ mm long, with
rounded edges, 3-5 cm long, 18-22 mm wide, 12-17 mm thick, base 6-8 mm wide
and 6-7 mm thick, green to slightly greyish green, partially stained reddish and
sometimes at tip, base lighter, epidermis with fine whitish point visible with a
magnifying glass. Floral stalk near the apex, appears in February and March, the first
flower from 7-12 cm, 5-7 mm in diameter at the base, widened base, 3-4 mm in
diameter, yellowish or greenish at the third top with 4-5 leaves; Leaves of floral
stem obovate, subacute, base spurren, about 15 mm long and 8 mm wide, pale
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Photo 1. Graptopetalum neglectum sp. nov. (Photo Jorge Meyrán, Digitalisation: Jesús Morales).

Photo. 2. Flowers of Graptopetalum neglectum sp. nov. 
(Photo: Jorge Meyrán, Digitalisation: Jesús Morales).
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yellowish green; Inflorescence in cincinus, up to 10 cm long with 5-12 flowers in
two rows; Bracts imbricate, ovate to ellipsoid, subacute, base with spurren ends,
slightly concave on ventral face, convex and somewhat inching towards the tip on
the dorsal face, 15-18 mm long, 7-9 mm wide, 1- 2 mm thick, white-greenish to
yellowish-green, lighter at the edges; Pedicels 5 mm long, 2-2.5 mm in diameter;
sepals unequal, close set, lanceolate the smaller, broadly obovate, the majors, acute
to subacute, sometimes with small mucron, flat in its internal face, slightly convex
in the external, of 12-17 mm long, 7-9 mm wide and 1.5 mm thick, the largest, 13-
14 mm long, 4-5 mm wide and 1 mm thick the smaller, pale yellowish green with
paler edges; Corolla 10-11 mm long, 9 mm diameter at the base, petals lanceolate,
subacute, mucronate, separated from each other 0.5-1 mm, settled on the external
face, yellowish to whitish, which reveal in the middle part the red colour of the
internal face, near the tip slightly greenish, on the inner side, nectar chamber without
precise limits, white, middle part with two quadrangular appendages 2 mm long
and 1.5 mm wide, carmine red, grooved, with large pink red spots, whitish tip to
light greenish yellow; Antisepals filaments 7 mm long, 1 mm thick, whitish, reddish
towards the tip, epipetals 3-4 mm long by 1 mm wide, somewhat rosy; anthers
yellow, 2 mm long, carpels grooved ventrally, ovary ovoid 4 mm long, 2-2.5 mm
wide, yellowish-green; Styles 2-2.5 mm long, reddish, stigmas yellowish; nectaries
fusiform, 2 mm wide, 1 mm high, secreting face outwards and above, somewhat
depressed, yellowish (Photo 1 and 2).

Type locality: Lacks of a type locality. Plant obtained by D. B. Gold around 1964,
probably in the field; cultivated and flourished for many years in Mexico City
(Meyrán 2710). Holotype MEXU, isotype ENCB.

Pachyphytum neglectum by its large, imbricate bracts, its sepals markedly
unequal and larger than the petals and by its great reddish stain on the middle part
of the petal belongs to the Pachyphytum Section. Among the species of this section
it has many similarities with P. oviferum and its inflorescence and flowers are very
similar to those of P. viride.

Pachyphytum oviferum presents obovate elliptic leaves, glaucous blue or
lavender, 3-5 cm long, 18-30 mm wide and 8-17 mm thick, while in P. neglectum
the leaves have a slightly obovate form more elongated, with a width of 18-22 mm,
and its colour is green to greyish green, partially tinged or nearly completely reddish.

In Pachyphytum oviferum the bracts present the apex rounded to obtuse, 8-15
mm wide, the major sepals are 9-20 mm by 6-12 mm wide and in the petals, spots
are crimson to dark carmine red. In P. neglectum the bracts have the apex subacute,
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they are less wide, of 7-9 mm, the major sepals are of smaller size, 12-17 mm long
by 7-9 mm wide and petals have the spots pink red. Fundamentally the differences
are the shape of the leaves that are more elongated than in P. oviferum, their
coloration is not glaucous and some floral structures that are smaller or less wide.

Pachyphytum neglectum shows many similarities with P. viride in the
inflorescence and in the flower, with small variations of some measures and the less
intense colour of the reddish spot, but the main difference is in the leaves, which in
P. viride are oblong elliptic and reach up to 14 cm in length by 15-30 mm width
. 

It differs from Pachyphytum caesium as this species has broader and less thick
leaves, very glaucous when young and then bluish-grey tinged with purple; bracts
are subimbricate and sepals shorter, 9-12 mm long.

Pachyphytum machucae presents lanceolate and semi-glossy leaves, longer, up
to 7 cm long, glaucous or greyish-lavender; bracts are not imbricate, and the sepals
and petals are shorter than in P. neglectum.

It differs from Pachyphytum garciae mainly by its leaves which, in this species
can be lanceolate, obovate or spatulate and by its smaller thickness that varies from
5 to 7 mm; bracts are subimbricate and the sepals and petals are shorter, 6.5 to 9.5
mm and 8 mm long respectively, whereas in P. neglectum the leaves are obovate to
ellipsoid, with 12-17 mm thick, the bracts are imbricated, the sepals are 12-17 mm
long and the corolla is 10-11 mm.

Pachyphytum saltensis has longer leaves, 3.6-7.1 cm and less thick, 0.6-1 cm,
greenish violet and pruinose, its upper face is very concave; sepals are 13 mm long
by 4 mm wide, and the style is 1 mm long; in contrast P. neglectum has leaves
measuring 3-5 cm long and 1.2-1.7 cm thick, sepals 12-17 mm long by 7-9 mm
wide, its upper face is very convex, green to greyish-green, sometimes tinged red
and its style is 2-2.5 mm long.
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